PLEUROTHALLID

Pronounced plur - oh - THAL —id

Most of the plants are native to the cloud forests of
Central and South America, where they thrive on
low temperatures, high humidity and low light, at
medium to high elevations.

They range from very small to large plants. Some
are epiphytic, some lithophytic and some terrestrial.

The Pleurothallid genera has recently been divided

into some 44 different genera so far.

Excellent specific information can be found at the
web site of the Pleurothallid alliance.
http://www.pleurothallids.com/

Healthy Pleurothallids start with healthy roots:

Specklinia grobyi (syn Pleurothallis)

Many Pleurothallids are best mounted due to their growth habit.

If potted, the pot size depends on the root mass. Use the smallest possible pot.

Use small slabs of styrofoam in a bit larger pot to reduce media volume when accommodating top-
heavy plants.

Pot type depends on your conditions and the specific plant. Use plastic, clay or mesh pots.

Media depend on your conditions, size of plant and its root structure.

Media should be fast draining, but retain some moisture.

Sphagnum maoss with small / tiny pieces of styrofoam to open up the media so it drains faster.
Tree fern or fine bark may also be used.

Water with naturally soft water that is low in dissolved minerals and salts or rain water. Never use
chemically softened water.

Re-pot yearly or as needed, preferably not in the heat of summer.

No rest period.

Healthy leaves produce more and bigger flowers:

Fertilize very weakly, weekly, with 1/8th to 1/4 of the recommended strength. Pleurothallids are not
heavy feeders.

Low light levels. Never full sun.

Minimum 70% humidity needed.

Most require cool to intermediate temperatures. Minimum low 5°C to a maximum high 25°C (for

short periods), day temperatures best around 16-20°C. Some need warmer nights, 15°C.

All need at least a 10°C drop in temperature at night.

Neem oil, used with care, can solve aphid problems. ¥z tsp Neem oil, % tsp dish detergent in 500cc (Y2
Litre) water.

Good, gentle, air movement is essential.

Pleurothallid plants may have a few flowers continuously or flushes of flowers several times a year.

Space prevents more detail here. The general “Orchid Culture” sheets in this series, available from Copyright © 2003
your society or on the web at http://www.canadianorchidcongress.ca/ provide further cultural =
information. For specific help with your orchids or further information join your local orchid society.

Canadian Orchid Congress



http://www.pleurothallids.com/

Member Societies of the Canadian Orchid Congress

British Columbia

Central Vancouver Island Orchid Society
Nanaimo, British Columbia

Web site: http://www.cvios.com/
CVIOS on Facebook

Fraser Valley Orchid Society

Surrey, British Columbia

Web Site: http://www.fraservalleyorchidsociety.ca/
FVOS on Facebook

North Okanagan Orchid Society
Vernon, British Columbia
Website: http://nokorchids.blogspot.com/

Okanagan Orchid Society
Kelowna, British Columbia
Web Site: http://www.okanaganorchidsociety.org/

Richmond Orchid Club

Richmond, British Columbia

Web Site: http://www.richmondorchidclub.com/
ROC on Facebook

South Okanagan Orchid Society
Penticton, British Columbia
SOOC on Facebook

Vancouver Judging Centre
Richmond, British Columbia
Website: http://fraservalleyorchidsociety.com/

Vancouver Orchid Society

Vancouver, British Columbia

Website: http://www.vancouverorchidsociety.ca/
Victoria Orchid Society

Victoria. British Columbia

Web site: http://victoriaorchidsociety.com/
VicOS on Facebook

Alberta

Foothills Orchid Society

Calgary, Alberta

Website: http://www.foothillsorchidsociety.com/
FOS on Facebook

Orchid Society of Alberta
Edmonton, Alberta
Website: http://www.orchidsalberta.com/

The Orchid Species Preservation Foundation of Alberta
Edmonton, Alberta

Website: http://www.orchidspecies.ca/

OSPF on Facebook

Saskatchewan

Regina Orchid Society

Regina, Saskatchewan

Website: http://www.reginaorchidsociety.com/

Saskatchewan Orchid Society
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

Website: http://www.saskorchids.com/
SOS on Facebook

Manitoba

The Manitoba Orchid Society

Winnipeg, Manitoba

Website: http://www.manitobaorchidsociety.ca/main_mos/index.php
MOS on Facebook

Ontario

Central Ontario Orchid Society
Kitchener-Waterloo, Guelph, Cambridge Ontario
Web Site: http://coos.ca/

COOS on Facebook

Essex County Orchid Society

Windsor, Ontario

Web Site: http://www.essexcountyorchidsociety.webs.com/
ExCOS on Facebook

Kingston Orchid Society
Kingston, Ontario
Web Site: http://www.kingstonorchidsociety.ca/

London Orchid Society
London, Ontario
Web Site: http://londonorchidsociety.org/

Montreal Judging Center
Montreal, Quebec
Web Site: http://orchidophilesmontreal.ca/Centre-juge—de-Mtl.php

Niagara Region Orchid Society
St. Catharines, Ontario
NROS on Facebook

Orchid Society of the Royal Botanical Gardens
Burlington, Ontario
Web Site: http://www.osrbg.ca/

Ottawa Orchid Society

Ottawa, Ontario

Website: http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com
0O0S on Facebook

Southern Ontario Orchid Society
Toronto, Ontario

Web Site: http://www.soos.ca/
SOOS on Facebook

Toronto Artistic Orchid Association
Web Site: http://www.taoa.info/
Taoa on Facebook

Toronto Judging Centre
Web Site: http://www.soos.ca/AOS/index.htm

Windsor Orchid Society / La Société des Orchidophiles de Windsor
Windsor, Ontario

Website: http://www.windsororchidsociety.ca/

WOS on Facebook

Québec

Eastern Canada Orchid Society
Montréal, Québec

Web site: http://www.ecosorchids.ca/
ECOS on Facebook

Société des Orchidophiles de Québec

Québec

Web Site: http://www.orchidophilesdequebec.ca/
Les Orchidophiles de Québec on Facebook
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